
Calendar  of Events 
 
Workshops  
To register for a workshop, we will need your name, address, phone number, e -mail address 
and the registration fee.   Please s end check to MESEA  P.O. Box 100  Lubec, Maine  04652  
For more information about the workshops, call 207 -733 -1095 in the evenings.  

 
HOT AIR COLLECTOR   
 
Date:  TBA –  Falmouth Area  
 
 

HOT WATER COLLECTOR  
 
April 3 rd  –  Trescott Township  
Learn how to build your own solar hot water collector with Sunrise County Solar . 
Solar thermal is where you get your most ban g for your buck in Maine. These units 
are most commonly used as pre -heaters, but can be plumbed in a multitude of 
ways. We will build a collector from items which can mostly be found in a Downeast 
dooryard, discuss why the collector is designed the way it is, and how to plumb it. 
Wear comfortable clothes and shoes, and bring something to take notes. The 
completed unit will be for sale.    Bring a bag lunch .  We eat together.  
Time:  9:00 –  5:00  
Place :   24 Moore Road  
Registration : $50.00  
To register  or for mor e information please call  Soni @  733 - 1095  
 

April 10 th  –  Standish     
Join the Maine Solar Energy Association in building a solar hot water collector. Solar 
thermal is where you get your most bang for your buck in Maine. These units are 
most commonly used a s pre -heaters, but can be plumbed in 
a multitude of ways. We will build a collector from items 
which can mostly be found in a Downeast dooryard, discuss 
why the collector is designed the way it is, and how to plumb 
it. Wear comfortable work clothes and sho es, and bring 
something to take notes. The completed unit will be for sale.    
Bring a bag lunch .  We eat together.  
Time:  9:00 –  5:00  
Place :   Bonney Eagle High School , 700 Saco Road  
Registration : $55.00  
To register  or for more information please call  929 - 9 185  
  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  



 
PHOTOVOLTAIC MODULES  
 

April 11 th -  Standish  
Time:  9:00 to 5:00  
Place : Bonney Eagle High School  
                          700 Saco Road   
Registration: $55.00  
Wear work clothes and  bring a bag lunch .   
                                      We eat together.  
To register  or for more information ,  
                     please call  929 - 9185   
Join the Ma ine Solar Energy Association 
(Me SEA) and learn how to build a 
photovoltaic module for p roducing 
electricity. In this hands -on workshop, you’ll participate in assembling a 60 Watt PV 
module, utilizing the encapsulation process developed in Nicaragua with Grupo 
Fenix. This 60 W module is capable of generating solar electricity and charging a 1 2 
V battery system. It’s a good start for a small home or cabin PV system.   Be 
prepared to take notes.  Max:  15.  
 
PV -  THERMAL HYBRID UNITS  
 
Date:  TBA  
 
SOLAR COOKERS  
 
Date:  TBA           Tentatively  in August at the Good Life Center in Harborside  
 

Other  
 
March 14 - 20, Alternative Spring Break Course, Nicaragua  
Grupo Fenix will be offering an Alternative Spring Break Course this March from the 
14th until the 20th. This course will offer a chance to assist in Adobe making and 
the Reforestation of the Solar Mou ntain in Totogalpa, Nicaragua. Aside from 
development projects, course participants will also be able to enjoy local artisan 
arts and crafts, traditional dances, community activities, and a trip to Somoto 
Canyon. This course will provide a wonderful experi ence and way for students to 
spend their spring breaks. The course fee is $475 and includes all costs except for 
the flight. Lodging, meals, trips, volunteer materials, and activities are all included 
in the price. Click here for a flyer for the course ; please forward it to anyone who is 
interested in the course. For anymore information, you can email 
thegrupofenix@gmail.com . 
 
 
 
 



Walk for a Nuclear Free Future : March 24 – April 1st  

 

April:  People's Celebration of Howard Zinn  –  date and place to be announced  
        http://www.justicewithpeace.org/node/1033  
 
April 8 th :  SEADS Meeting  – Harrington Library  
We will be discussing the future of SEADS: summer workshops, internships, and the 
creation of a photovoltaic cooperative.    6:00  PM     Finger foods will be provided.  
Please call:  483 -2764 or 733 -1095  
 
April 17 th , Fruit Tree Grafting Workshop, Columbia , Maine  
Biologist and solar hybrid user , Ellen Johnson  will educate us in best practices of 
grafting fruit trees.  Eac h participant will take  two trees home.  
Time:  9:00 to 12 :00  
Place :  156 Sacarap Road, Columbia, ME  
Registration: $25 .  
To register  or  for more information:  call 207 -733 - 1095  in the evenings.  
Directions and last minute details will be e - mailed to registrants 2 or 3 days before 
the workshop.  
 
April 24 th :  H elp  Organize  Peace  Earthwide  Festival  – University of Maine, Orono   
 
April 25 th :   Earth Fest 2010  –  University of Maine @ Machias  
 
April 30 -  May 1: Anti -n uclear International Conference at Riverside  
                            Church , NYC       http://peaceandjusticenow.org/wordpress/  
 
May 2: 2:00 PM –  Anti -n uclear rally near Times Square,  march to the UN  
        http://peaceandjusticenow.org/wordpress/   
 
May:  Build Your Own Generator Workshop -  date and place to be announced.  
 
June 5 th , From Greenhouse to Garden , Columbia, Maine  
Join Joan McMurray as she walks you through learning how to use your greenhouse 
to its best advantage.  Go beyond just starting vegetables to the technology of 
using your greenhouse in conjunction with other season extenders and your 
outside  garden. Learn t ransplanting techniques, heating and venting ideas and  
other uses of the greenhouse, as well as how to grow greens almost all winter.  
Time:   10:00 – mid -afternoon  

Walk from Bethel (leaving on 24th), Norway (25), 
Lewiston -Auburn (26), Bath (27), Brunswick (28), 
Freeport (29), Portland (31), and Saco  (April 1). For 
details on helping out, how to join the walk, overnight 
stays, evening programs, etc., contact Bruce Gagnon, 
443 -9502 or globalnet@mindspring.com .  Walk will 
continue to the UN to ask for elimination of nuclear 
weapons and power. See:  
http://peaceandjusticenow.org/wordpress/  



Place :  33 Webb District  Road, Columbia, ME  
Registration: $10 .00/$25.00 per family  (scholars hips available)   
To register  or  for more information:  call 207 -733 - 1095  in the evenings.  
Raindate :  June 6 th   
Directions and last minute details will be e - mailed to registrants 2 or 3 days before 
the workshop.  
 
June 5 th , 6 th :  Woodstock, NB  -  Solar PV Work shop at Falls Brook Centre  
 
     This workshop will be focused on the construction of a 60 Watt Solar PV panel, 
as well as a solar thermal project. Dr. Richard Komp will lead the workshop, 
providing insight on the sources and uses of solar energy. Falls Br ook Centre will be 
hosting the workshop at their off -grid conference centre, set on a beautiful organic 
farm and forested acreage. Individuals from the region are invited to participate. If 
you have a personal project in mind, be sure to bring your questio ns, too.  
     A home cooked organic lunch will be provided as part of the workshop, and 
accommodations extra meals are available upon request at an addition fee. Cost for 
the weekend workshop will be $120.  
For more information and to register, please conta ct Greg LeBlanc – 
greg@fallsbrookcentre.ca or 1 -506 -375 -4310  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~  
July 6 -  16:  Experience Solar Culture in Nicaragua  
Come to Nicaragua and engage your head, heart, and hands in the real work of 
developing countries. Our hands -on courses allow you to be immersed in the daily 
life of rural Nicaraguans by living wit h host families and working alongside local 
community members to create their vision of a model community through  

renewable energy and sustainable practices.  

Discuss the theory behind solar energy and the 
challenges of development with your instructors a nd 
other course participants. Spend your days learning 
how to construct solar cookers, photovoltaic panels, 
and installing photovoltaic systems. Laugh along with 
your host family as you try to recall your high school 
Spanish, balance water on your head or make tortillas. 
Most activities and classes are held in the new adobe 

Solar Center.   Housing will be simple, like that of a typical rural Nicaraguan family.     
Explore a beautiful country and its culture while learning about renewable energy 
and sustainab le development in the field. Our courses provide a unique travel 
experience that is educational, rewarding, and fun!  

This 11 -day course , offered twice a year,  has been 
offered by Grupo Fenix since 1999. It is a great 
introduction to the science and use o f appropriate 
renewable energy technologies such as solar cookers, 



dryers and photovoltaic systems. Dr. Richard Komp, an expert from Maine with 
over 5 0 years experience working with solar technologies, teaches the technical 
classes for the January version of the cours e and the July version is based on his 
methodology for fabrication of PV panels in developing countries.  

Participants will:  

�x Visit Suni Solar, a renewable energy business in Managua started by Grupo 
Fenix Build a solar oven with the local wome n's group, the Solar Women of 
Totogalpa  

�x Listen to t alks on solar dryers and medicinal p lants  
�x Learn about solar cooking and eat the final product of your class!  
�x Install a PV system with local solar experts  
�x Make a solar powered battery charger  

Also, the  course includes various tourist activities such as a visit to nearby beautiful 
spots in the mountains of northern Nicaragua. If weather permits, we will spend a 
day exploring the Somoto Canyon and swimming in its natural pools. Also, during 
the course we will spend a night at a rustic eco - lodge in the Tisey Nature Reserve, 
which has hiking trails, fields of organic vegetables, a farming community that 
produces its own specialty cheeses and one of the best panoramic views in the 
country.  
The course fee of $995 includes all food and lodging, with a $50 deposit to be sent 
to the nonprofit Skyheat Associates at PO Box 184, Harrington ME 04643 before 
June 15th to insure a place in the course, which has a limit of 15 participants and is 
often completely full. Fo r more information, please contact the 
grupofenix@gmail.com  or sunwatt@juno.com  or look on - line at www.grupofenix.org   
 
~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

July 17 th , Medicines at Your Feet,  Columbia, Maine  
Joan McMurray will lead an herb walk/information session on the medicinal uses of 
the weeds and flowers in your garden and yard, including ide ntification and how to 
prepare remedies.  
Bring a bag lunch.   Beverages will be provided.  
Time:   10:00 to mid -afternoon  
Place :  33 Webb District Road, Columbia, ME  
Registration:   $10/$25 per family , scholarships available  
To register:  or for more informatio n: call 207 -733 -1095  in the evenings  
Raindate:  July 18th  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 



September 24 -  26              Common Ground Fair –  Unity, ME     
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 
 


